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March 10, 2023               
 
Joint Committee on Environment 
Legislative Office Building, Room 3200 
Hartford, CT 06106 
 
Re: HB6814: Establishment of a Coding System for the Designation of Recyclable and Compostable 
Products (OPPOSE)  
 

Dear Joint Environment Committee,  
 
The Consumer Technology Association™ (CTA) respectfully opposes bill HB6814 which attempts to 
establish a unique coding system for the designation of recyclable and compostable products in the 
state of Connecticut. CTA supports the intent behind the bill of reducing consumer confusion as it 
relates to the recycling of products and packaging materials, but respectfully opposes the legislation and 
recommends a task force be convened to further examine the issue.      
 
CTA is the trade association representing the U.S. consumer technology industry. Our members are the 
world’s leading innovators – from startups to global brands – helping to support more than 18 million 
American jobs. CTA’s members have long been recognized for their commitment and leadership in 
innovation and sustainability, often taking measures to exceed regulatory requirements on 
environmental design, energy efficiency, and product and packaging stewardship.  
 
Updating Connecticut’s labeling requirements. 
 
HB6814 urges the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection to establish a standardized 
coding system in accordance with the Federal Trade Commission’s (FTC) Guides for the Use of 
Environmental Marketing Claims (Green Guides). The FTC is currently soliciting public comments on 
potential updates and changes to the Green Guides with a comment period deadline of April 24, 20231. 
The FTC has also announced2 that it plans to hold a workshop on May 23, 2023, to examine “recyclable” 
adverting claims as part of its review, which will be open to the public. In this announcement, the FTC 
also notes that written comments related to the issues discussed at the workshop will be received until 
June 13, 2023. Given that the FTC is currently in the process of updating the Green Guides, it does not 
make sense for Connecticut to develop a labeling system based on the 2012 version of the Guides. 
 
CTA’s members distribute their products – and thus the accompanying packaging – into a U.S. / North 
American market. Technology companies do not make products or their associated packaging materials 
specific to any state or region of the U.S. Unfortunately, the current language of HB6814 creates a 

 
1 FTC 16 CFR Part 260 “Guides for the Use of Environmental Marketing Claims” 
2 FTC 16 CFR Part 260 “Public Workshop Examining Guides for the Use of Environmental Marketing Claims” 

https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/P954501-FRN-Green-Guides-Comment-Extension-%28Signed%29.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/p954501recyclingworkshopfrn.pdf
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Connecticut-specific mandate that may not align with other jurisdictions. This additional labeling 
requirement will be burdensome since it could affect the packaging of all electronic products produced 
in the United States, if not globally. Furthermore, it is unclear how manufacturers will be able to 
determine if their packaging is recyclable or compostable in order to comply with the proposed labeling 
system. CTA is unclear at this time how a manufacturer could comply with these requirements and still 
make available to Connecticut consumers electronic devices packaged in the plastic packaging as 
described in HB6814.   
 
Previous Task Force Recommendations 
In June 2016, the Connecticut General Assembly passed Senate Bill 233 (SB233) to establish a multi-
disciplinary Task Force to study methods for reducing (through source reduction, reuse, and recycling) 
consumer packaging that generates solid waste in the State3. Katie Reilly of CTA served as a member of 
this task force. As part of their final recommendations, the Task Force emphasized the importance of 
consumer education and awareness efforts aimed at increasing awareness of consumer packaging as 
solid waste and reuse and recycling solutions for packaging. CTA is happy to participate in a work group 
of public and private Connecticut stakeholders to coordinate public education content and strategies to 
increase consumer awareness of recycling and other environmentally preferable options. 
 
Conclusion: CTA appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on HB6814 and asks the Joint 
Environment Committee to oppose the bill for the reasons outlined above. We recognize the 
importance of reducing consumer confusion as it relates to the recycling of products and packaging 
material in Connecticut, but HB6814 is not the path to achieve that goal. CTA welcomes further 
discussion with the Committee and other stakeholders on how to achieve the ultimate goal of reducing 
consumer confusion without creating a Connecticut-specific mandate that potentially conflicts with 
other jurisdictions. We would also welcome coordination of this dialogue with other states to ensure a 
national, cohesive solution can be achieved. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
 

 
Ally Peck 
Senior Manager, Environmental and Sustainability Policy 
apeck@cta.tech  
C: (703) 395-4177 
 

 
3 Task Force to Study Methods for Reducing Consumer Packaging that Generates Solid Waste Recommendations 

mailto:apeck@cta.tech
https://www.cga.ct.gov/env/tfs/20170216_Task%20Force%20to%20Study%20Methods%20for%20Reducing%20Consumer%20Packaging%20that%20Generates%20Solid%20Waste/Final%20Report/Task%20Force%20to%20Study%20Methods%20for%20Reducing%20Consumer%20Packaging%20that%20Generates%20Soild%20Waste%20-%20Final%20Report.pdf

